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The magazine dedicated to the life-long enjoyment of historic vehicles by enthusiasts on the Darling Downs

TRANSPORT      TRIVIA
Rick and Nerida
A’Bell’s ‘new ’
1955 Plymouth
Belvedere sedan

Brian and Dell T imms
enjoying their fellow club
members company at the
Heffer Creek picnic site.

Line up of 1929 Chevs: from back,
Brad & Cherr yl McK eiver , 
Peter & Rayma Donovan and 
Alan & Isabel Geldard.
Right: Transpor t Trivia 3rd place
getter R ob Dr umond is congratulated
by Rally director Michael W ells.
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E D I T O R I A L

Management Committee 2008-2009

President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Peter Donovan
Ph: 07 4630 7326 Mob: 0408 307 666 
Email: abcstoragehire@bigpond.com

Vice President  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Leo Ryan
Ph: 07 4632 0097 Mob: 0429 617 976

Secretar y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lindi V oll
Ph: 07 4696 8874
Email: volll@tpg.com.au

Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mik e Richards
Ph: 07 4697 9150

Assistant Treasurer  . . . . . . . . . . . Kevin McGrath
Ph: 4636 3760 Mob: 0407 627 751

Dating Officer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ken Forster
Ph: 07 4630 0807 Mob: 0428 300 807

Editor  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jeff Brown 
Ph: 07 4613 6706 Mob: 0403 454 332 
Email: topart@cyberwizards.com.au

Proper ty Officer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . Bob Chapman 
Ph: 07 4635 9235 Mob: 0427 539 394
Email: Chappie3@gmail.com

Rally Director team  . . . . . . Michael & Sue W ells
Ph: 07 4615 2042 Mob: 0429 066 655
Email: stratus1@bigpond.com

Librarian  . . . . . . . . . . Brad & Mitchell McKeiver 
Ph: 07 4630 7204 Mob: 0488 706 833
Email: bmckeiver@bigpond.com

Workshop Super visor  . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick A’Bell
Ph: 07 4613 6611 Mob: 0429 456 567

Membership Officer  . . . . . . . . . . . . John O’Hara
Ph: 07 4632 8855

Swap Manager  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rick A’Bell
Ph: 07 4613 6611 Mob: 0429 456 567

Historian  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brian T imms
Ph: 07 4630 0048
Email: b.timms@bigpond.com

Combined Council Reps
Rick A’Bell,  Leo Ryan.

Web site:
www.toowoombaswap.com
Meetings: Visitors W elcome
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month in the
DDVVMC Clubrooms, 2 Rocla Court, Toowoomba. 

Mailing address:
DDVVMC, PO Box 486, Toowoomba Qld 4350
Clubroom Ph: 07 4633 3181

Next General Meeting:
11.30am Sunday,  July 12, 2009 

Next Management Committee Meeting
7.30pm, Monday, July 6, 2009

Workshop
Workshop open Monday nights from (approx) 7pm to 9pm and
Wednesday afternoon 2 til 5.

Indoor bowls
Check with Ted Taylor 4632 2565 for 2009 dates!

Next newsletter closing date 
July 31, 2009

For magazine contributions: 
Email: topart@cyberwizards.com.au
PO Box 243, Southtown Qld 4350.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH
Bumpersticker: “All parts falling off this car are

of the finest British workmanship.”

Improving our club
I have a view that at general meetings we don’t have enough
opportunity to get to know each other and our varied interests
and backgrounds.  
If we had a segment “GETTING TO KNOW YOU” lasting 15
minutes, consisting of three selected members for each month,
speaking for five minutes on their background, careers, past and
present, and items of special interest to them, eg: “hobbies” and
another 10 minutes (maximum) for questions, I think it would
develop a greater cameradarie amongst members and their
families. 
To implement this, select five members and nominate three to
speak at the next meeting, and two in reserve in case of no show
by elected speaker. Then one or both reserves would speak. 
If reserves not needed then they comprise two of the three for the
following month with another three selected for the that month
etc.
In this way we would soon know more about each other . All
speakers must have one month’s notice — no surprises!
I have a firm belief that there is no such thing as an ordinary
person. Every man or woman has a very interesting life story,
especially to others even if the individual thinks they lead a dull
or ordinary life
A condensed version could be published and become a well read
segment in each monthly magazine.      
Regards Kevin McGrath.

I invited K evin to contribute to this month’s editorial. I
think his idea is a ripper . What does everyone else think?
Jeff Brown - Ed.

Next Club Meetin g is Jul y 12 
Mini Swap in the club car

park star ts 9.30am
Meeting star ts 10.30am
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Donovan’s Doodlings
The June monthly meeting would have to be described as a very
enjoyable night by anyone who was there. Not only was the room
packed to its fullest, but we had 3 first time visitors two of which
are potential members, a presentation by Adrian Mesken of the
Mini Club, a show and tell with the potential to ‘blow your mind’
and all followed up by a magnificent supper prepared by Nerida.
A welcome to three first time visitors Trevor Morris, (Dubbo),
Peter Jarvis (54 Morris Minor) Danny Phillips (assorted British)
and those that were there as their second visit. We need also to
welcome Amanda Sallaway to the club and look forward to seeing
her soon to be completed 72 Mk 1 Escort at a run in the near
future. 
All visitors are welcome at our meetings whether they have a
vehicle or not, as we can never have too many club supporters. A
reminder that social members of the club are catered for under
the constitution and do not need to have a vehicle catered for
specifically by the club.
Adrian was along at the invitation of the club, to find out more
about us and see if there is scope for our two clubs to work more
closely together. We have extended this invitation to other similar
minded clubs in the area with the objective of extending our base
of similar minded car people and assessing if there is scope for us
all to work more closely in organised events and facility usage.
Well what can one say; we now have a ‘chemist’ amongst us… yes
Professor Julius Sumner Klein (Alias Merv Klein), who gave an
interesting talk and ‘demonstration’ on the creation of hydrogen
and its ability to be used in our humble vehicles. A few concerned
members at the meeting observing that all this hydrogen was
‘floating around’ and that the heaters were on!  W ell done Merv, it
was enjoyed by all and we do look forward to your particular
results at the next economy run! ?
Thanks again to Mike and Sue on the organisation of the monthly
rally, which was based around the club house and saw

approximately 17 vehicles attend, and chase clues over three
major sites in Toowoomba. The winner was Amanda, (with
navigator  Hayley), our newest member, (must be some sort of
record there), equal place with the Twidale family, and third place
secured by the Pittsworth team captained by Rob Drummond. 
A special recognition must go to Noel Cox who not only proudly
drove the Cadillac on the day, but also carried out the mandatory
task of the ‘crank handle start’ at the various stops that were
made... well done Noel. 
One further observation of the day was the number of entrants
who would have been in the club less than 2 years — in fact the
‘older members’ were noticeable by their absence. (Thanks to
Brian and Danny for attending as part of their membership
requirement… Triumph Herald)

DINNER DANCE / PRESENTATION NIGHT
Numbers still needed at the time of writing, but we are ever
hopeful. The night will be a little different to those of the past in
that we are attempting to make it a little more ‘fun packed’ with a
few competitions, and cater for the wider cross section of
attendees. 
The Silvertones will provide a range of music and there will be
presentations of the standard club awards, plus a few other
‘surprises.’ It has been decided to set the dress code for the night
as Automotive based — so come along in Period Costume, dressed
as a nut and bolt, spanner and w(r)ench, or just covered in grease.
But if fancy dress is not your scene, then come as you feel most
comfortable, ball gown or jeans and shirt… but do come. P rizes
will be awarded.
Ok — it’s July, and next month is the AGM, so we will be looking
for committee nominees to take the club forward for the next
twelve months or more. Please give it some thought and don’t
leave the various tasks to the ‘willing few’, forgetting that we all
benefit in some way from involvement in the club and the effort
you put in is rewarded many fold in the satisfaction to both
yourself and your fellow club members.

Peter D 

Guest speaker Adrian Mesken from the Mini Club.

The Donovan’s 1929 Chevrolet ‘front office’, ready for the
Transpor t Trivia Quiz r un.
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Meeting was opened at 7.30 pm by President Peter and thanked all
for attending.

Apologies:  
Leo Ryan, Bob Chapman, Lindi Voll.

Minutes: 
Moved by Rick A’Bell, Sec John O’Hara that the minutes of the
meeting of 11th May 2009 be accepted as true and correct record.
All in Favour/ Carried.

Business arising from minutes: 
Carnival of Flowers parade and show/shine being managed by Jeff
Brown. Third F ridge in Club house still to be decommissioned.
Premises have been sprayed for pests and Vertical Blinds repaired.

Secretaries Repor t: 
Letter received from Antique Tyres re suggestions for management
of Founders Pavilion at Swap…to be passed to swap manager to
consider. One letter for inclusion in the classifieds also received.
Nil Outward—Moved Peter Donovan and seconded Ken Forster /
Carried.

Treasurer ’s repor t: 
Mike Richards presented his report with a summary of the
outcome from this year ’s swap. Moved Mike Seconded Jeff Brown.

Rallies: 
Michael Wells advised all other clubs that we are currently
discussing increased involvement with will be given invites to all
our Rallies and also the Dinner Dance. July run will be the ‘Mini
Swap’ followed by that month’s meeting, then a showing of some
old speedway footage, over lunch.

Membership: 
John O’Hara moved that Amanda Sallaway be approved as a new
member pending receipt of her fees. Moved John O’Hara
seconded Peter Donovan. All in favour. Carried.

Dating: Nil

Librarian: 
Approval given for new folders to hold Restored cars magazines to
be purchased.

Editor:
Policy confirmed re old classifieds that once in for three months
they be deleted unless requested by advertiser to relist. Business
adverts to incur a cost of $100 pa for a business card size advert.
Moved Jeff Brown, Seconded Brian Timms

Proper ty: 
Rick (Minister for Everything) gave the property report saying
premises were currently being used by a couple of members for
parties etc. 

Workshop: 
Rick advised trailer requires attention with the lights and also a
solution to the missing winch handle needs to be found, or we
will need to replace the whole winch. 

Swap: 
Rick reported some work is being done currently on advertising in
magazines. 

General Business:  
Peter advised that a guest speaker would be at the next meeting
from one of the bearing retailers, and most probably a
representative of the Mini Club.
Discussion then moved to the selection of prize winners for this
year’s presentation night. The theme of the night also decided as
‘Automotive Theme’
Kevin McGrath to pursue the ‘electricity usage monitoring device’
and its applicability to our premises.
Meeting Closed at 9.32 pm.

President: Peter Donovan

DINNER DANCE
Saturday Night, July 18

Where: DD VVMC clubhouse (fully catered)

Cost: $25pp

Band: Silver tones (a good local 60/40 band)

Time: 7.30pm star t

This is the Club’s annual Dinner Dance and Prize
Presentation night. Don’t miss it!

Bookings close July 4, so act now!
Payment must accompany bookings.  Tickets limited to 100.
so it’s first in best dressed.
This is a great night of camaraderie and fun, great
entertainment and a delicious dinner .
Drinks available for purchase on the night.

For bookings, 
call Peter Donovan 4630 7666
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The meeting was opened at 7.30 pm by President Peter and
thanked all for attending.

Apologies: 
Lindi Voll, Bob Chapman, Amie Ciesiolka, Bernie Forster, Bill
Fischer, Peter McGovern.

Visitors: 
Danny Phillips 60 Triumph Herald, T revor Morris (Dubbo), P eter
Jarvis 54 Morris..

Present: 
As per attendance book 

Minutes: 
The minutes of the meeting held 14/5/09, as printed in the
Newsletter were accepted as a true record moved Leo Ryan, Sec
Col Baker.  

Committee Repor t: 
Approval given to purchase of Henrob welding torch, P ipe
Benders and tube folders. Commercial advertisers to pay $100 pa
for business card size advert in Polishers Rag. Reaffirmation of
club policy on classified ads, that after 3 months they be dropped
out of the magazine, unless the seller specifically requests
reactivation. Round Tables to be hired for the Presentation Night
to enhance the ability of people to be able to chat in a group and
to encourage some competition between the tables. External
motoring clubs to be invited.

Cor respondence: 
Inward- Numerous newsletters, flyers, accounts for payment.

• Letter from Antique Tyres, suggesting consideration be given
to Thursday access to the Pavilions to allow site holders to set
up. Referred to swap manager and committee.

• Invitation from Queensland R aceways inviting four Committee
members to one of the opening days in July. 

Outward – Nil. Moved Peter D,  Sec Merv Klein.

Treasurer:  
Moved Mike Richards, Sec Kevin McGrath. All in favour. Carried.

Editor: 
Jeff Brown advised classifieds will be ‘culled’.
Jeff also advised of the updated position with the Carnival of
Flowers, re the Parade, plus the Show and Shine. Advice that there
would be a street festival at which a large number of our cars
would be sought on the Sunday the week after the parade. 

Librarian: 
Thanks to Paul Christensen for donation of more car manuals.

Workshop: 
Rick informed the meeting all was going well, with the trailer
needing attention in the lighting and winch areas. 

Proper ty: 
Rick advised of another members use on the coming weekend. 

Membership:
John O’Hara advised Amanda Sallaway had now met all
requirements for membership.Welcome Amanda. 

Rally Director: 
Mike outlined runs for June / July / August. 
July 12 to incorporate mini swap, General meeting and showing
of the old Speedway footage from the Toowoomba Showgrounds
over lunch. (General meeting at 10.30am)

General Business: 
Adrian Mesken of the Mini Chapter in Toowoomba outlined his
background and also where their club was at present.
Peter D reminded members of the upcoming A GM and the need
for members to consider taking on positions.

Show & Tell
Kevin McGrath spoke on electrical consumption monitoring
devices available for home use, followed by Merv Kleins talk and
demo on his ‘self created’ hydrogen generation system, which he
has trialled in his Holden. Thanks to both. 

President: Peter Donovan

Membership F ees
Membership fees due
soon... at the end of June!
Cost is now $75 for the year . 

While this is a big rise over last year , it is still ver y
low considering the facilities and oppor tunities
your club offers.

The club encourages each member to mak e full
use of its facilities: the librar y, workshop, club
meetings, monthly rallys and social events.

Indoor Bowls ~ a fun night
Played at DD VVMC Club Rooms ever y 
second Tuesday night at 7.30pm. 

All welcome. Dates:  July 7, 21
For further enquiries: T ed Taylor 4632 2565

One of Adrian Mesken’s minis.
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Transpor t Trivia Quiz r un
A beautiful Sunday morning and some 19 cars met at the
clubhouse for a town run. A large percentage of the participants
were relatively new members, with a couple of potential members
also coming along for the outing.
Some cryptic clues and we were off to interrogate a certain car
dealer’s premises in Neil Street. A few tough questions there, with
one really hard one, (Heh but ‘someone’ did get the answer even
though the clue had been removed since the setting of the rally),
then across the road to check out the ‘boating’ shop for some
more answers.
Pick up the stragglers, well that sort of means exchange a few
answers where necessary (Don’t tell Mike and Sue though), and
off to the Historic R ailway Station. Great spot for tricky questions,
but even better spot to get coffee across the road!!!!! 
Ok on with the run and it’s off to the airport to see what
challenges were ahead of us there. After one parking ticket…
thanks Mrs Twidale… and a few trips around the terminal
counting lights or is it light bulbs, ohhh and who the hell are all
these guys that they want names for???? Well quite a few look like
club members, so let’s see how we go slotting in some names.
Grab some lunch and back to the clubrooms to hear how we have
all done and what the ‘real’ answers were. Also a good chance to
catch up with members and our visitors, then the results were
forthcoming.
What initially looked like a tie for first between our newest
member Amanda Sallaway and the Twidale Family turned out to
be a narrow win to Amanda.

Third Prize to Rob Drummond and his Pittsworth Team, well done
guys!
In all a short, but very appropriate and enjoyable run, for a
winter ’s day, well done to Mike and Sue…

Peter D

NEW GIRLS WIN TRANSPORT TRIVIA

New members and Quiz masters Amanda Sallaway and
daughter Hayley .

Stuart and Sue Cooper’s two-tone blue 1956 Pontiac Star Chief glistens in the early mor ning sun prior to the r un.
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Gaggles of rally par ticipants chat in the bright sunshine prior to the r un taking off . Note Danny’s Triumph Herald!

Noel Cox, master of the ‘crank handle star t’ clambers
aboard his immaculately tur ned out 1912 Cadillac.

Lots of polished brass and copper make for a
mesmerising view under the Cadillac’s bonnet.

Interesting mix of cars await their drivers in the car park The Donovan’s 1929 chariot, one of three on the r un.
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Up coming r uns
July 12: DD VVMC Mini Swap
Mini swap at the club house. Clean out your shed of any
unwanted treasures you may have for a ‘in-house’ swap. Start at
9.30am.

August 16: Restoration Run
Come along on the Restoration Run and see what your fellow
clubmates are working on. Visiting Len and Rosemary Kennedy’s
sheds, Rob and Ferne Callow’s and new member Glen Hoey.

September 19: Floral Classic Show & Shine
While the 60th Carnival of Flowers parade makes it’s way down
Ruthven Street on the Saturday morning, have your car on display
at the annual Floral Classic Show & Shine in Queens Park.
Keep the next Sunday, Sept 27, free too, as there will be another
street display to end the Carnival festivities. More information
soon.

Michael Wells: Rally Director

If you were driving something low with the Cooper ’s
Pontiac chasing, this would be your rear -vision view .

The comanding view of the road from the cockpit of
Noel’s 1912 Cadillac. Pic taken by Mitchell McK eiver.

Alan Geldar d’s 1929 converted Chev ute: a very welcome
addition of an Australian icon to the club.

Alan Geldar d’s father seems to be saying:‘Enough talk
Alan, let’s get cracking. The girls are already ahead of us’.

The grey motor in the Klein’s recent acquisition: the 1964
EJ Holden sedan.
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RACQ Combined Council
Rally to Bribie Island: 
6-8 June, 2009
As the day dawned, Ferne and I were busily packing the Magnette
for an early start. It was Saturday and we decided to drive the MG
rather than trailer it, which was what we normally do on long
distance rallies.
The MG is probably our most comfortable car to drive and we
were looking forward to a leisurely run from Highfleidls to
Hampton and then down to Esk. W ith little traffic this is a
beautiful and scenic drive especialy at 45-50mph.
We had a late breakfast at Kilcoy and then an uneventful run on to
Caboolture and then out to Bribie, arriving at about 10.30am.
Registered, given number 48 and we were ready to go. Lunch was
at the Bribie RSL which was in fact the venue and Control Centre
for the entire three days of the rally.
Over lunch we saw a few familiar faces including Jack and Betty
Hetherington with their Model T , Dick and Elice Pakeman, Keith
and Anne Bartley from Dalby, Robin and Jan Lamb and from our
own club, Ken and Barb Martin in their MG Y. 
During the weekend we also met Ken and Barb's two daughters,
son-in-law and most importantly their new grandson who, for the
record Barb was continually spoiling, not to mention K en doing
his bit also.
Unfortunately the rally was not supported as well as the

organisers had hoped for with numbers down. Sixty six cars were
registered with a conclusive cross-section of clubs represented.
Most of the cars on display were beautifully presented and with
the theme for the weekend being based on the Great Depression,
it would appear that there was some affluence even so.
Saturday night was a Deb Ball with music for the era being suitably
presented by a live band. The Debs were another thing. Beautiful
young ladies with hairy legs, even hairy faces and chests. I was
instructed not to mention the extras that went with trying to make
the blushing Debs more beautiful (impossible).
Sunday up early for a beaut breakfast and off to the local school
grounds for a public showing and gymkhana. Half the group went
on 'The Ferryman Cruise' of the beautiful Bribie Passage whilst we
were involved in the motor gymkhana — which was promptly
washed out by a storm dropping bucket loads of rain. Both teams
however took the cruise between breaks in the weather.

Monday was our final day of the rally. The run today was a 59 mile
tour of the environs around the mainland areas of Caboolture,
Toorbul and Donnybrook. I personally felt that the tour of the
Abbey and Abbey Museum was the highlight of the weekend.
Dating back to the 13th Century and with a commentary to
enlighten, was awesome.
After lunch we said our goodbyes, especially to some new friends
we had made and to old familiar faces, we headed the little MG
Magnetter for home. Arrived safely, washed the car and overall had
a great last 'Combined Council Rally'.

Rob and Ferne Callow
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Continued from April P olisher ’s Rag...
In 1909, the top five automobile manufactures and their
production figures were: 
1. Ford 17,771 
2. Buick 14,606 
3. Maxwell 9,460 
4. Studebaker-E.M.F 7,960 
5. Cadillac 7,868 
What was unusual about the E-M-F was its price and what the car
offered for it. Its chief engineer was William E. Kelly, who had
worked with Barney Everitt at Wayne. He called reporters together
and said he had built his first automobile in 1895 which had “not
come up to his expectations,” had since been “handicapped by
having to work under the ‘assembled car’ system,” and the E-M-F
was for him the realization of “a long cherished ambition.” 
It had a four-cylinder engine (4” x 4.5” bore and stroke, 226 cubic
inches), the cylinders cast in pairs, with waterjackets cast integral
and large mechanically operated valves. A nicety involved the
valve guides which were machined and pressed into rather than
cast integral with the cylinders, making replacement easy when
worn. Another nicety was the splash lubrication system governed
by an automatic vacuum feed (the oil reservoir cast with the
aluminum crankcase), this allowing the use of large tubes and
avoiding the clogged pipes so frequently resulting with gravity
feed. One filling of the oil reservoir , Kelly said, was good for three
to five hundred miles depending on road conditions. 
The single float feed carburetor was adjustable from the driver ’s
seat, there was a dual jump spark ignition system consisting of
quadruple coil, commentator , battery and magneto built into the
engine. This last was unusual for this period, the magneto

frequently being considered an “accessory,” but to E-M-F, “it is as
much a part of the car as are the valves.” 
Initially cooling was thermo-syphon, but after the first batch of
cars was in the field, overheating problems were discovered, and
William Kelly personally recalled the vehicles and installed water
pumps on them, and all subsequent E-M-Fs. 
In 1910, the top five automobile manufactures and their
production figures were: 
1. Ford 32,053 
2. Buick 30,525 
3. Willys-Overland 15,598 
4. Studebaker-E.M.F 15,020 
5. Cadillac 10,039 
The car’s frame was a pressed steel U-section with semi-elliptic
front springs, full elliptic rear , and double-acting brakes on the
rear wheels. A three-speed sliding gear transmission was
incorporated into the rear axle, steering was worm and sector ,
and the clutch was an expanding ring. This last, incidentally, was
the only significant detail that would be altered for 1910. As LeRoy
Pelletier explained it matter -of-factly, “some owners simply
couldn’t or wouldn’t master the simple knack (of the expanding
ring clutch). So it has been changed. A cone clutch, simple and
also better in some respects, has been substituted . . . “ That, and
a wheelbase increase of two inches (to 108), were the only
refinements made after the first year’s production. 
But was it necessary to change anything else? Motoring periodicals
had been uniformly astounded by the quality and value of the E-
M-F. “There is nothing in the appearance of the car that would
suggest scrimping or cheapness,” said Cycle and Automobile

The History of E.M.F.
continued...1910 Model 30 E-M-F
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Trade Journal. It “is fitted with every device known to the art,”
allowed The Automobile. The Horseless Age was impressed by the
“extensive use of pressed steel”; no malleable castings appeared
anywhere on the car. Who would have believed four cylinders,
thirty horsepower , five-passenger capacity, “selective type of
transmission, quick detachable tires and double ignition system
for such a price,” cooed Motor Age. “Who can doubt that the
promise was kept?” asked MoToR. 
The E-M-F promise was, as Walter Flanders said at every available
opportunity , that “a better automobile can be built and sold for
$1250 than is possible at twice that price.” The quality was
possible because of superior production facilities and methods,
the price because of the quantity production. Of course, the very
same day the first E-M-F’s rolled out of the factory on one side of
town, on the other the first Model T’s rolled out of F ord, and their
price tag was $400 less. But the T provided only 177 cubic inches
and 20hp, a 100-inch wheelbase, featured a planetary
transmission, thermo-syphon cooling (this proved the reverse of
the E-M-F experience, original Ts had centrifugal water pumps but
early on Henry Ford decided on the more basal thermo-syphon)
and the T could certainly not be awarded that “new descriptive
term,” as The Automobile put it, “which has come into vogue in
automobiling.” Everyone called the E-M-F “classy.” 
In 1911, the top five automobile manufactures and their
production figures were: 
1. Ford 69,762 
2. Studebaker-E.M.F 26,827 
3. Willys-Overland 18,745 
4. Maxwell 16,000 
5. Buick 13,389 
In 1911, when the T’s price was lowered, to $780, the E-M-F’s was
too, to $1100. And LeRoy Pelletier who, the year before, had
published a little booklet — “The Hyphen” — comprising a
lengthy interview with the loquacious Flanders and containing the
original slogan simply changed that quote to “a better automobile
can be built and sold for $1100 than is possible at twice the price”
and ran the rest of the interview again virtually verbatim. Except
for the deletion of one significant sentence: “W e propose being
the largest builders of automobiles in the world.” 
The number of E-M-F cars produced to December 1909 totaled
8132 — though the year following this would be raised to 15,300.
(Model T production for the same period was a little more than
double that.) There was the bright spot of the E-
M-F providing the “path-finding” for the Glidden
Tour of 1909, which provided Leroy Pelletier
grand promotional possibilities, all of which he
took advantage. Look at the pictures, he said when
the trek from Detroit to Denver that April was
over, “The car looks as if the stunt was nuts to her.
Nothing about her , not even the varnish on the
body, indicates that she has been through
anything more than a pretty strenuous tour —
such as you will want to make with the car you
buy. There’s nothing broken, not even a fender
bent. We didn’t resort to any of the clever (?) little
tricks practiced by some publicity promoters, of
shooting holes in the body, scratching up the
paint, and breaking lamps and fenders just to
make her look like a tramp. Nor did we leave mud
on her till it caked four inches deep. It wasn’t

necessary to manufacture hardships on this trip, or to fake up
injuries to prove she had had adventures. These there were in
plenty, as all the world knows. The steering gear never failed, so
she wasn’t ditched. The brakes never failed to hold, so she always
stopped when necessary and didn’t bump lamps or radiator . The
radiator is properly suspended, so it didn’t spring a leak. F rame is
extra heavy, so it didn’t sag. Fenders are properly made and
attached, so they are still in place as on the day she started out.” 
And the car was washed every night so it would always look
“classy” like an E-M-F should. The AAA Contest Board’s official
“Pathfinder,” Dai Lewis, said he had been skeptical about “starting
on such a trip in a car that was new to the market,” but afterwards
told Pelletier that he was ashamed of his doubts: “You can quote
me as saying the E-M-F ‘30’ is a wonderful car.” Pelletier did, as
often as possible. 
By now the jibes about the initials had begun — and most of them
were heard first in the showrooms of the competition. P elletier
tried to write away the problem. “Competitors have said some
very cutting things”, he noted in one leaflet, “that is, they were
intended to be cutting... oh, they were awfully peevish... We
understood that and so laughed over their lame jokes more
heartily than they did themselves. The intended victim can always
laugh at a joke that misses the mark.” Perhaps... but LeRoy didn’t
sound very convincing. 

May 1909: Quar reling over Studebak er 
And what was happening behind the scenes was no laughing
matter at all. The partners were quarreling. And it was over
Studebaker. Metzger had not favored the alliance from the
beginning, and now he convinced Everitt that it had been a bad
idea too. Flanders, scarcely the diplomatic sort, buffed and puffed
and literally blew the partnership away. 
In May of 1909 it was revealed that the E and the M of E-M-F were
leaving the company, selling out their interest to the Studebaker
brothers who would handle all E-M-F distribution after September
1st. 
The cash amount tendered Everitt and Metzger has since been
bandied about as in the million-dollar range, which was wildly
inflated, the actual amount was less than half that ($362,500),
which was still a tidy enough sum for the two to venture off and
start a new company to build a new car. And that they did, taking
along engineer William Kelly to help. 
Next: the Metzger Motor Car Company. (continued next edition)
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Hi All,
I have this nice factory photo of a 36 Lincoln Zephyr (above) as
my desk top picture and Alex said, "why don't you flip it to make
it RHD?"
"But then you would have to change the hub cap and fit a badge,"
(the badge is only on the right side of the grill.)
So I had a go at it, what do you all think?

Regards, Graham.

Graham Allum also sends is some interesting steam pics
for our enjoyment...
Heber City , Utah:

Union P acific 2-8-0 #618 and a 1953 Buick Super .
This has to be the classic of classic photos! It defies time itself.
When I saw this photo, I was transported back to those wonderful
days when life was full of simple pleasures, back when we were
satisfied with less and happy to walk instead of ride. My dad had
a 1953 Buick!! But this is February 6, 2007 when time and eternity
intersect at this crossing. And to think that you, I, and others,
once had a stage like this everyday for the greatest performance
ever. Oh what the generation of today has missed. But the curtain
has come down.

‘Nearly per fect’ factor y photograph of a stunning 1936 Lincoln Zephyr ... but wait! Who’s that driving? Could it be...?

Above: At King Road in Owosso, Michigan, Pere
Marquette 1225, a 2-8-4 Berkshire, pours it on with a
freight from histor y next to a Ford Model A pickup on
September 27, 2008, recreating a scene from the good old
days.
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Home Anodising.
Glen Hoey sent in this Letter to the Editor he gleaned
from the Australian L ancia Register Newsletter - May
2009 Page 14.
TECHNICAL, REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
Anodising...
I have been making some aluminium parts recently and decided
it would improve the overall appearance if these parts were
anodised. After some research on the web I have found the
process to be simple, requiring no special equipment and
relatively cheap. Both clear and coloured anodising is possible.
Nev?s anodising efforts The web site below has most of the
information.
http://www .benneynlinda.com/files/banquet/hobbies/files/how-
to/diy_home_anodizing.html
I used an automotive battery connected to a 10amp battery
charger as the power source. The only warning I would add is that
some items which appear to be aluminium are made of an alloy
which is not suitable for the process. First series Lancia Appia
door handles fit in this category. These items are not damaged in
the attempt but go a black colour , which requires cleaning and re-
polishing.

Neville Anderson
(Australian Lancia Register) www.alr.org.au 

It’s a shame you can’t see this in colour .... as they are
anodised red and blue respectively .

On a recent periodic trip to Bowral, Jacki & I shunned the
highways and took to the back roads and byways. 
Very interesting. Saw some unusual and unexpected sights. 
Passing through Taralgan, lower NSW, we saw a signpost for a car
museum only to be confronted with sign (below). While it may
not be perfect English, it leaves no room for discussion or
negotiation and one certainly gets the message.
This museum was shown on TV recently and while modest
outside is a treasure trove inside. Looks like it is well worth a visit.

Regards Kevin

How ’s this for a ‘new ’ Chevy?
1957, 1958 and 1959 All Rolled Into One!
This little Chevy is just too cool! 
This car was built by N2A motors (No Two Alike). 
Cost $40,000US over cost of new Corvette C6 (MSRP $44,000).. 
Unbelievable! The company is planning a production run of
about 100 vehicles.
It sits on a Corvette C6 chassis, front styled like a 57 Chevy, side
like a 58, rear like a 59.  Hence the designation "789."

Graham Allum



Wanted
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Any vintage sedan cowl vent opening mechanisms, especially to
suit Fisher bodies.
Contact Jeff Brown, 4613 6706.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
24 stud flathead mercury engine (distributor on top) in restorable
condition.
Contact Len Richardson: 4630 4252
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A club member interested in building a ‘Locost’ sports car. Am
currently building one. More economical to build two at same time.
Contact Ian: 0438 321 896
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
23” lock rings for wire wheels (1920s). Have two good 21” lock
rings to swap.
1925 Bean truck chassis and various vintage Hupp parts.
C.A.V. dim switch (oval shape). C.A.V Type 10A switch panel.
Contact James Meara: 4633 4206.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Head gasket for a 1959 Chrysler Royal sedan AP2, 6 CYL,
Flathead, side valve. Mitchell McKeiver. PH: (07) 46 307 204 or
see me at the next meeting.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For Sale
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
CATERPILLAR RD6 (circa 1936), 3 cylinder, some spares.Vehicle
at Cecil Plains. Photos available.
Contact Ken: 4636 7875, 0428 680 314.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
1960, 2A Landrover ute, fair condition, Contact Ken: 4636 7875,
0428 680 314.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Model T Ford running boards, diamond pattern, N.O.S. many sets
available, $100 per set. 
Contact Kean: 0402 721 669  email: speedster1930@hotmail.com
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1966 Rover 2000 SC Saloon. Drives well. New hood lining.
Reconditioned idler arm. Work done to head etc. Many spare
panels and mechanicals. Engine # 40502449. $2000.
Contact William: 07 5462 7275
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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PUBLIC NOTICE
St Thomas More's Catholic Parish, cnr of South and Ramsay
streets are celebrating their 50th anniversary on June  19 and
20, 2010. 
You are invited to bring your old car and display it from 10 am
to 3pm on the Saturday, June 19, 2010
A parking area for 24 cars has been allocated for the exclusive
use of club members to display your car.
Models sought around the 60s, but all and any old car most
welcome.
Register your car with Kevin McGrath, ph. 4636 3760 or at any
club meeting from now on.

C LU B  C A R  Q U I Z

June Quiz Answers:
1 Which make offered the first synchromesh transmission in

August 1928? Cadillac .

2. Which make introduced their second V8 engine in 1955, 37
years after their first? Chevrolet .

3 Which make introduced a
V12 in 1916? Packard .

4 Which make offered
Deluxe, Custom and Sport
Suburbans in the 50s and early
60s? Plymouth .

5 Which make introduced the Transtar
range of commercial vehicles in 1956?
Studebaker .

6 Which US make introduced the Apollo in
1973? Buick .

7 Which make introduced a chrome plated
radiator shell in 1925? Oldsmobile .

8. Which Motorcycle maker offered the 348cc
Dragonfly from 53 to 56? Douglas .

9 Which make introduced the Eliminator in
1969? Mercur y.

10 Which make had a model known as the ‘Gold
Bug’, in the 20s? Kissel .

July Quiz:
1 Which make adopted the greyhound as their mascot in 1927?

................................................................................................... 

2 Which make and model had a quail as their adopted mascot? 

...................................................................................................

3 Which make had a young woman, trailing her arms in the
wind, as it’s mascot?

................................................................................................... 

4 Which make and model had an elephant as it’s mascot?

...................................................................................................

5 Which make had an archer as it’s mascot? 

...................................................................................................

6 Which make was named after a small bird of prey? 

...................................................................................................

7 Which make was called the Rolls Royce of motorcycles? 

...................................................................................................

8 Which make had the Cartoon Road Runner as it’s emblem?

...................................................................................................

9 Which make had a sphinx as it’s mascot? 

...................................................................................................

10 Which make had a rocket as it’s emblem?

...................................................................................................



July 2009
12: Mini DD VVMC Swap
Mini swap at club house. Clean out your shed of any unwanted
treasures you may have for a ‘in-house’ swap. Start at 9.30am.
July Club General Meeting starts at 10.30am.

August 2009
16: DD VVMC Restoration Run 

22: Lock yer Valley Spectacular
Murphy ’s Ck Cricket Ground 9.00am. Downs Chrysler Club,
Contact Lyn Noyes  4634 7927 or 0417 759 205.

22/23: Historic Commercial V ehicle & Mobile
Machiner y Spectacular 
Cleveland Showgrounds, Long St. Swap Meet on 23 Aug from
6am. Contacts Ian Pearse 07 3372 7696, Gary Tesch 07 3206 4627.
www.hcvaq.com 

September 2009
19: Car nival of Flowers Floral Classic Show
Car show starts early on Saturday morning at Queens Park.
Judging late morning. Enquiries Jeff Brown 4613 6706. 

27: Car nival of Flowers Street F estival
Static Car display in CBD. More details to come closer to event. 
Enquiries Jeff Brown 4613 6706. 

27: Bay to Birdwood Classic, Adelaide 
www.baytobirdwood.com.au 

DARLING DOWNS VETERAN & VINTAGE MOTOR CLUB~  The Polishers Rag ~ July 09 ~ 15

C O M I N G  E V E N T S

T R A D E R S  

Dick PAKEMAN
General machining
Bearing re-white metalling
And now wheel rims, split,
lock ring and well based.
12 Deviney Street Helidon

Ph (07)4697 6462

For all your tyre needs, 
Wheel balancing & alignment 
for old and new cars, as well as 
4 x 4s and light commercials.

Garden City
Tyre Plus 

Paint and Plastic Repairs
Does your ‘Pride and Joy’ suffer from scratches, stone chips, faded
paint, poorly matched paint repairs, upholstery damage, tears, holes
etc? Let me fix these quickly for you at your place!

Trade prices for club members
Call Pete Schwenderling from Kwik Fix
0427 461 347, www.kwikfix.com.au

Cnr Neil and Thomas Street  4639 2244

Licensed Real Estate Agent
Lorna Poulton

0418 700 044

Buying or Selling Real Estate?

Call

SWAPS
July 19 Coffs Harbour Swap Coffs Harbour Showgnd

Aug 23 Cleveland Swap Cleveland Showgrounds

Aug 30 Jimboomba Swap Macleans Bridge

Sept 13 Beaudeser t Swap Beaudesert Showgrounds

Sept 20 All F ord Swap Kedron Sporting Field

Oct 3 Bundy Swap Agro-Trend grounds, Childers Rd

Oct 18 Bundamba Swap Bundamba State School

Oct 23-24 Gatton Swap Gatton Showgrounds (MC only)

Nov 29 Tamborine Swap Beaudesert Showgrounds

Take advantage of my 21 years of
experience and knowledge selling
properties in Toowoomba and surrounds
lorna.poulton@raywhitetoowoomba.com
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Rick A’Bell chats with Brian
Timms beside James and Jenny

Meara’s 1928 Essex

Denise and Mer v
Klein ar rive at the

club in ‘her ’ EJ
Holden sedan


